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THE  O’HENLEY  FAMILY:
 
The O’Henleys have been settled in South Uist for at least 350 years.
 

According to tradition handed down in the family, the progenitor of the O’Henleys was a fugitive from Arisaig, on the mainland of Scotland, who in fleeing from his enemies, drifted out to sea, and was picked up by a small trading boat off South Uist.  The boatman asked him his name and he said in these words -
 

            Tha mi bho eaniaian creagih air chor eighinn-(I am from - fowl’s rock - or other).
 

and he is supposed to have been afterwards called Mao O Eanlainn, which is still the Gaelic form of the surname.  The tradition was related in 1920 by the late Aonghais Mhio  Ian Mhio  Aonghais Mhio  Dhomhnuill Mhio Aonghais Mhio  Dughall  O’Henley, of Lochboisdale, South Uist.  There are still four O’Henley families in South Uist, and the O’Henleys are numerous in Nova Scotia; there are also some branches of the O’Henleys in Manitoba and in Southern Scotland.  
 


A similar surname is recorded in Argyll in 1672, when John M’oheniane, tenant of Campbell of Inveries, in Crare in Glassary, is mentioned in the “Decreet at the instance of the Treasurer Depute against Archibald McLauchiane of that Ilk and others, for rents and teinda, 27th February.”     
 

                                                                                                            (Highland Papers, ii.)

There are four South Uist branches of the family, those of Boisdale, Eriska, Garrynamoonie, and East Kilbride.  The O’Handleys in Nova Scotia and Canada are now very numerous.  They are all Roman Catholics.
 


It appears, however, that O’Hanley is an ancient Irish family name, and this clan lived of old in or near the old Burke country in Ireland.  It is possible that the O’Henleys came to South Uist about the year 1600, when Ranald MacDonald, first of Benbecula, married Fionnagoth Burke, of the Burkes of Connaught.  Among the O’Hanleys of Slievebaurn, in the east of Roscommon, the Christian name Berach, which they had readopted from their patron saint, is now always rendered Barry.
 


In Prince Edward Island (1903) there are many families of the name of O’Hanley, and they are apparently all of Highland descent living in districts settled entirely by Highlanders using Scottish Christian names such as Angus, Duncan and Malcom.  They are undoubtedly of Highland extraction and probably came from the Clanranald country.  Some of these families were with the emigrants brought there by Captain John MacDonald of Glenaladale in 1773.
 

 

                                                                                                     (Celtic Monthly 1903)
The Irish form of O’Hanley is “Uah Ainlidhe”
1798 -
The earliest documentary record of the O’Henleys of South Uist appears in the Clan 
Ranald Rental Rolls of S. Uist dated 1798.

Neil O’Henley, 1 farthing land, of the four penny-land of Stoneybridge, and Angus O’Henley, subtenant in Lower Bornish.
 

1809-
John O’Henley, in Barra monitioned. (Antiquarian Notes of Invernoss-shire).
 

1851 -
Murdoch, Allan, Archie and Angus, sons of Neil, son of Archibald, son of Angus, son of 
lst Dougall O’Henley, emigrated to Canada in 1851.
 

1907 - List of O’Handleys in Cape Breton Co. Nova Scotia

Alexander, miner, Long Island

Allan, lab. Long Island

Andrew, miner, Gardiner

Angus, farmer, Barrachois

Daniel, farmer, N. Side East Bay

Daniel B, fisherman, Long Island

David, farmer, Little Bras d’Or

Hector, farmer, Leitch’s Creek
 

1907-
Hugh, farmer, Long Island

John, farmer, Long Island

John, farmer, Boisdale

John A., farmer, Long Island

John D., farmer, Long Island

Joseph, electrician, Little Bras d’Or

Lauchlin, miner, Centre Street

Malcolm J. (A’s son), farmer, Long Island

Neil Ban, farmer, Long Island

Peter, farmer, Boisdale

Rodk. (Big), farmer, Long Island

Rodk. B., Farmer, Long Island

Ronald, farmer, Barrachois

Stephen, farmer, Barrachois
            (Nova Scotia Directory 1907-8)
1932 -
Alexander O’Handley, LLD, Barrister-at-law, Sydney Mines, Cape Breton, admitted as 
practising barrister of the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia 1932. 


 

 
 
 
 
SOUTH UIST
Dougall  O’Henley, the first on record of the family in Scotland, flourished circa 1680-1760, issue:

A. Dougall - ancestor of the Nova Scotia branches issue:


1. Ranald, of Boulardarie Island, see below


2. Archibald, settled in Nova Scotia


3. Malcolm, settled in Nova Scotia

B. Angus - in Lower Bornish, 1798, ancestor of the present South Uist families’

C. Neil - in Stoneybridge, 1798, whose son was probably Roderick, ancestor of the 
  
 
    O’Handleys of Judique, Nova Scotia
 

 

Ranald O’Handley of Boulardarie Island had issue:
 


A  Malcolm of Boulardarie, married dau of John MacDonald, bard in South Uist, issue:


 l  Catherine, in Boularderie


2  Rebecca, marr....McDonald, issue 14 children

B  Dougall, of Boisdale, Nova Scotia

C  Hugh

D  Alexander, in Nova Scotia

E  a son who remained in S. Uist

F  Sarah

G  Rebecca

H  Mary

 I  Effie Kate
The Garrynamonie Branch
 
This branch is descended from Archibald O’Hanley, born c1750, son of Angus, son of the first Dougall.  Archibald had a son named Neil, born c1780, issue as follows:

A  John, in S. Uist

B  Murdoch, emigrated to Canada in 1851

C  Allan, emigrated to Canada in 1851

D  Archibald, emigrated to Canada in 1851

E  Angus, emigrated to Canada in 1851
 

John O’Henley, born c1800 married and his issue:

l. Alexander, in Garrynamonie, born 1835

2. ___________ father of Murdoch, in Barra whose family went to Duncan

3. Mary, died 1881 unmarried

4. Rachel, died 1904, unmarried

5. Catherine, died 1912, unmarried
 

 

 

Alexander in Garrynamonie born 1835, died 23 April 1917, married Catherine Johnstone born 1849, issue:

1. John

2. Donald, unmarried

3. Neil

4. Alexander in Garrynamonie, born 1891, marr Mary MacInnes S Boisdale 28 July 1931

5. Marion in Garrynamonie

6. Maggie, marr Donald MacIntyre

7. Bella, married
 
The Boulardarie Branch
 


The descendants of Dougall, son of Ranald, who settled in Boulardarie Island, with Malcolm, Alexander, and a sister.

Dougald, born in South Uist, 1808, came to Cape Breton, 1823, settled in Boisdale, Cape Breton, married Margaret MacNeil, died 1896.  Issue:

l. Peter, marr issue -


i   Dougald
 

ii  John Alexander, East Bay


iii John James, U.S.A.

2. John marr. issue -


i  Archibald, U.S.A. 


ii  Mamey, New Jersey


iii Flora, Germany


iv Margaret, Florida

3  Ronald, marr.  issue -


i  Dougald, Boisdale


ii  Hugh, Boisdale


iii Mary, Boisdale


iv Mary, Boisdale 


4. Sarah, b 1845, died 1928, marr. Hector MacNeil, Boisdale, issue -


i  R.H. MacNeil, Boisdale


ii  Neil H. McNeill, U.S.A.


iii Jennie McNeil, m ___Donnelly, Boisdale

  
iv Rebecca McNeil, m____McMullan, Sydney Mines


v  Mr. J.J. McKinnon, Sydney Mines

5.  Mary

6.  Rebecca, marr. ________ Holland.
 

 
 
 
 
 
Descendants of Alexander, son of Ranald O’Handley
 
Alexander O’Handley, of Cape Breton, who died in 1880, was a son of Ranald, who settled in Boulardarie Island, Cape Breton, c1800(actual date 1827), son of Dougall, son of the first Dougall of South Uist.  Alexander, died 1886, issue -

A. Ranald, born 1830, died 1910

B. Roderick, born 1834, died 1911, isuue 


1  Alexander, born 1867, married 1891, died 1931 issue



a Roderick, in Roxbury, Mass., USA and many dau


2  Daniel, born 1868, married 1905, died 1908


3  Ranald, of British Columbia, born 1869, married 1900


4. Florence, b 1876, marr 1900


5  Michael, of Westmount, Cape Breton, b 1877, marr. 1907  


6. Stephen, of City Club, Boston, Mass. b 1880, marr 1924


7. James, of Sydney Cape Breton, b 1885, marr 1910  issue



a)  Francis, born 1911



b)  Wilmot, b 1913



c)  Marguerite, b 1914



d)  Raymond, b 1916



e)  Theresa, b 1918



f)  Josephine, b 1919



g)  Michael, b 1921

C.  Michael, born 1843, died 1918 unmarried

D.  Mary

E.  Annie

F.  Mary
 

The Judique Family
 
Neil O’Henley, in Stoneybridge, 1708, is said to have had a son named Roderick, who emigrated to Nova Scotia about 1800.  He settled in Judique, married Mary MacLellan.  Died c1850 
issue -

A  Neil. m Mary MacIntyre, issue


1.  Allan, in Judique, marr Catheine McDonald, issue  -



a)  John, in Judique



b)  Neil



c) James



d) Roderick



e)  Jessie



f)  Mary, marr Angus R. McKinnon, Port Hastings



g)  Florence


2.  Hugh, marr lst Jessie Chisholm;  2 Anne McGillvray,  no issue


3.  Angus, marrried in New Brunswick, issue -



a)  Florence



b)  Roderick



c)  Mary



d)  Clem



e)  Rev. Charles



f)  Catherine



All in N.B.


4.  Alexander, in Kentvill, N.S. marr. Jessie McDonald, issue -



a)  Neil, in New York



b)  Flora



c)  Mary



d)  Florence



e)  Alexander



f)  Hugh



g)  Katie



h)  Margaret



i)  Joseph

 
5.  Roderick (son of Roderick)


6.  John


7.  Margaret, marr Edward Fitzpatrick, issue



a)  Joseph



b)  Roderick



c)  Katie



d)  Sarah



e)  Mary



8.  Mary, married ______ Grant, issue



a) Alexander


9.  Sarah

          10. Mary Ann

          11. Flora

          12. Mary

          13. Bessie

B.  John (son of lst Roderick) issue


l.  Roderick


2.  John


3.  Donald


4.  Patricia


5.  Allan


6.  James


7.  Mary


8.  Christina


9.  Euphomia


10. Florence

C.  Stephen, (son of lst Roderick), issue


1.  Roderick, marr Mary McLellan, issue



a)  Alexander



b)  Euphemia



c)  Mary



c)  Margaret


2. John


3.  Donald


4.  Mary


5.  Florence


6.  Catherine


7.  Ann

D.  Angus (son of lst Roderick), issue


1.  Donald


2.  Mary


3.  Christina


4.  Isobel


5.  Jessie

E.  Sarah (dau of lst Roderick)  marr Aarchie McEachern, Glendale, N.S. no issue
            F.  Florence (dau of lst Roderick)  marr. Roderick Morrison, issue


a)  Mary Ann


b)  Mary Catherine


c)  Donald


d)  Roderick


e)  Allan


f)  John

G.  Mary, (dau of lst Roderick), marr Allan Morrison, issue -


a)  John


b)  Roderick


c)  Allan


c)  Stephen
 


Some of the Uist O’Henleys emigrated to Williams County, London District, Ontario about 1849, for a Donald O’Henley was settled there some time after this date.  He was married to a MacLellan, a daughter of Angus MacLellan and Catherine MacIssac, all of South Uist.
