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Re; 1424 Ethridge Ave. NE, Olympia, WA

Thank you for trusting us to inspect your home. If you have any questions or comments after you have reviewed your inspection report feel free to contact us.

General notes; general electrical condition is moderate. 

· > I did find some problems with the electrical system that should have immediate attention and they are marked with an “>” in the margin.

· * Others may not required in a house of this vintage and are marked with an “*” however they are highly recommended and would make the home safer. 

· All other noted items are informational.

1) Main service is in moderate condition.

A) Main service is 200 amp rated, and consists of one Square D brand, main breaker type panel. The panel appears to be functional at this time. Breakers are properly sized.

>
B) The main service meter base is not mounted to the structure properly and appears to be damaged.

>
C) Main service mast is not supported properly.


D) Main ground appears to be connected properly.

>
E) Main neutral is double tapped (2 wires under 1 connection).

>
F) GFCI breakers are not connected properly and are not functional.

2) General wiring.
      *
A) There are no GFCI (ground fault circuit interrupter) type safety outlets outside the house (these safety type outlets have been required starting in 1975 in various areas including garages, outside, kitchens, bathrooms, and basements). We recommend that they be installed as a safety improvement.

>
B) Outside outlet by light fixture is wired illegally.


C) House is wired with some grounded type Romex (new standard type wire) and mainly non-grounded type.

>
D) There are many outlets that are 3 wire type and are not grounded. They need to be replaced throughout the house or GFCI protected (See 1-F above).

*
E) There are no working smoke detectors in the hall, or inside the bedrooms - We recommend that they be installed as a safety improvement to meet current code.

*
F) I could only find one outlet at the kitchen counter that is actually grounded.

*
G) GFCI outlet at kitchen counter would not test.

>
H) Washer outlet is loose and ground is intermittent.

>
I) Dryer wire (30 amp) is spliced to 20 amp wire above dryer.

>
J) The wire to the utility area light is not properly installed or protected.

>
K) There are many open splices and illegal wiring in the attic.

>
L) Wiring at entry to the main attic needs to be protected from damage.


M) Exhaust fan is not vented properly.

3) Small House
>
A) There are neutral wires on the ground bar in the main panel.

>
B) There are at least 2 neutral wires under one connection (double tap).

>
C) Main ground clamp is loose.


D) Breakers are properly sized.

*
E) Light over sink and main fluorescent do not work properly and need repaired.

>
F) No connector at light over sink.

*
G) Outside outlet not GFCI protected.

*
H) Only one bathroom outlet was functional.

>
I) There is at least one open splice in the attic, there may be other issues.


J) There is no exhaust fan in bathroom.

*
K) There are no working smoke detectors in the hall, or inside the bedrooms - We recommend that they be installed as a safety improvement to meet current code.

Inspection done by Jim P. Simmons, certified master electrician.

This inspection is not intended as a guarantee or certification of the electrical system. The items noted above indicate circumstances at the time of inspection. Anything that is inside the walls, below or above insulation, behind appliances, or behind furniture is not in the scope of our inspection. 

We Proudly Support our community; Habitat for Humanity, Special Olympics, Rebuilding Together Thurston County, Lacey Rotary, Olympia Master Builders, Olympia/Thurston County Chamber of Commerce, Olympia Multiple Listing Service Association, 5 Star Contractor Referral Service, International Association of Electrical Inspectors, and the Olympic Rental Association.
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