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Olympia 360-705-4225

Yelm 360-458-4002   

Shelton 360-426-7600

Tacoma 253-203-0104
Home inspectors need to know the basics of electrical safety. This panel is an example of why I think it is important for home inspectors to at least look inside the panel. In this case there are very obvious problems that he/she would have (should have) noticed. 
The main service wires are not in conduit! Very dangerous and illegal. 
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The circuit wires have no connector - illegal and unsafe.
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There are single wires (not in a cable) coming out of the panel - illegal and unsafe.
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There are single wires (not in a cable) feeding the water heater - illegal and unsafe.
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View from water heater into the wall          Water heater view

There are more issues with the panel in this case like; neutrals under the same screw as grounds, multiple wires under one termination etc. I don’t expect home inspectors to be electricians, but you need to know when things don’t look right so you can call out for a licensed electrical contractor to assess the situation.
Most of the time home inspectors are the ONLY people to see these homes. They need to know when it doesn't look right! They need to be trained on the basics.
Jim P. Simmons  Cell 360-280-8346
Master Electrician and owner of Mr. Electric 
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