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First Aid for the Ailing House

By

Roger B. Whitman

Preface


“On the buying of a house or the signing of an agreement to buy, responsibility for the house passes to the buyer.  There is no guarantee:  the buyer takes the house as it is, with the seller free from claim for any disaster that may befall.  Whatever may happen rests solely on the new owner. 


With his money invested in it, the owner has every reason to give the house such care that with age and use there will be little impairment of value; the house should continue to be as sturdy and attractive as it was when it was purchased.  For his own protection he should be in every sense its master.  Unfortunately, few owners are prepared for this.  It is usually the case that until he occupies his first house, an owner knows little of how a house is built; what the parts are for and what can be expected of them; how things should be managed and cared for.  Schools offer no training in such matters.  An owner must get his experience as best he may, with the possibility that the house may suffer some disability before he has learned enough about it even to recognize that there is a fault.” 

Walls


“A waterproofing liquid that can be made at home consists of ¾ to 1 pound of parraffine with a melting point of 135 degrees or higher, dissolved in a gallon of benzine or pure gasoline.  The solvent should be at 70 degrees or more and the parraffine shaved into it.  Mixing can be on a hot day, when the solvent is at air temperature.  In applying, the wall should be dry, and at a temperature of not less than 70 degrees.  The mixture can be brushed on but will get better penetration when sprayed.  The mixture should be applied liberally as long as it is absorbed.  Two coats will usually be required, with 24 hours between for drying.” 

Heatproofing a House:  Structural Leaks


“There is likely to be an open joint between the top of a wall and the underside of a roof, due to hasty or poor construction.  Winter air entering at that point, moving across the attic floor, will chill the ceilings of the rooms below.  This crack can be closed with caulking compound.  It can be closed quite as effectively either with sawdust or with newspaper torn into strips.  Ordinary glue is greatly thinned with water; the sawdust is mixed with it to a stiff paste, which is thickly packed into the inside of the joint at which the crack appears.  In place of sawdust, newspaper strips are soaked in the liquid and laid against the crack in several thicknesses.  Both will be solidly stuck into place as the glue dries.  Oakum or tow can also be used.”  

Heatproofing a House:  Insulating Materials


“Rock wool can be had loose, to be placed in handfuls, or matted into pads of a width to fit between rafters, beams, and studs, and 3 feet or so long.  When placed between floor beams, these pads remain in position by their own weight; when placed between rafters, they can be held by cross wires. 


Sawdust, straw, hay, and similar materials, when dry, are good insulators but should never be used in a house, for they are inflammable, they absorb and hold moisture, and they form breeding places for a variety of insects as well as mice and rats.


No material should be used that attracts vermin, either as food or as a nesting place. It is, of course, preferable to use a material that is fireproof or at least slow burning.”    

AS FAR AS I CAN TELL, THIS BOOK WAS VERY POPULAR AND WAS REPRINTED SEVERAL TIMES FOR MANY THOUSANDS OF COPIES.  IT IS JUST FUN TO LEARN FROM THE PAST AND GET A FEEL FOR HOW THINGS WERE DONE BACK “WHEN”

Les VanAlstine

